LET'S TALK CAKE!

( RUMBLINGS FROM THE BUNKER )

Yes let's talk cake! Though before we get into it just check your reaction to
the title. Did you smile and think how novel? Did you frown and think this is a
parish newsletter the priest should be talking about God, or at least the
Church? Or maybe you felt ‘ah now Joe, you should be keeping away from
the cake!

| have sympathy for all of these reactions especially the last. It's true |
certainly don't need cake but it is also true | really _enjoy cake and | have no
plan to embrace a cake free life in the immediate future. Just for the record
it's more or less any cake, though my go to childhood treat, was my Mum's
carmel shortbread. Back then it was simply carmel shortbread before it
became the present, a tad pretentious, 'millionaire shortbread'. That said |
can't think of any cake that doesn't work, no more than | can think of a food |
don't like. | hope all that gives the foodies amongst us a little encouragement.

Let's talk dogs instead....or why not movies? | mean German Shepherds,
Parson Jack Russells and Boxers. | could talk to you for hours about my
beautiful Bullmastiff Dutch, named with love and admiration after the fortieth
President of the United States. Movies? My parents both worked in the
cinema, known then as the 'picture house', Bridie in the box office and Joe as
concierge, complete with large overcoat, brass buttons and peaked cap. It's
in my blood, the movies. Katherine Hepburn, Meryl Streep, Anthony Hopkins,
Sidney Poitier and latterly Paul Mescal.

Can you see where this is going? What has all this got to do with God? In a
word, EVERYTHING! If God in your life is consigned to the occasional what a
pity. Is he only present to you at Mass or when you are formally at prayer? Is
that what he died for? Is that why God became one of us? What a shame if
you miss him in the ordinary. He's in the daily. The minutiae.

So don't miss him in the sharing of the cake it's a good foretaste of the
breaking of the bread. The great miracle of the Eucharist, Christ truly present
amongst us, began with a meal, with fellowship. Your dog will hint
unconditional love. The really good movie will land you into story. Story, yours
and mine, is an important part of the Sacred Story. The Love Story.
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