RUMBLINGS FROM THE BUNKER

Sometimes 'ah but' is the beginning of a good interruption or intervention.

'‘Ah but' she means well. 'Ah but' he's a decent fella. 'Ah but' sure you don't know what he
suffered. 'Ah but' you don't know what is going on in her head. Unfortunately in recent days
| have heard the phrase 'ah but' used in very worrying ways.

'‘Ah but' they are taking our jobs, 'ah but' we deserve houses first, ‘ah but' it's these
foreigners, 'ah but' there's a lot of them are violent, 'ah but' they tend to be lazy, ‘ah but’
Ireland is full?

Last year | was in hospital for a week. The care | received was exceptional. Of a group of
fifteen people, from consultant to the person bringing my meals, three were Irish born.
The continuing scandal of homelessness is the responsibility of the government. In every
group of people there are those who are violent as indeed some are lazy.

No country, and most especially a small country like ours, can sustain an open border. Of
course there is a serious conversation to be had about who comes into the country. How?
Why? We actually need people to come and live and work in this country and a proper
process as to how this happens. When did we start dehumanising people? When did the
disrespect start? 'Yes you are welcome but you need to live in a provision centre for a few
weeks....I mean months....sorry | mean a few years!

If we are serious about being true followers of Jesus there is absolutely no place for
racism, misogyny and homophobia. When we judge or label another human being
because of their color, culture, religion or orientation we move away from Jesus. When it
comes to the gospel, the building up of God's kingdom, there's no room for those two
words that often dilute, minimise or excuse the ugliest and most shameful parts of us. In
other words there's no room for ‘ah but'! When we find ourselves beginning a sentence
with 'ah but' let's check ourselves for the seeds of disrespect of our sisters or brothers.
When we disrespect the other, seeing them as threat rather than gift, we let ourselves
down and we move from Team Jesus!
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