RUMBLINGS FROM THE BUNKER (sometimes called “Pastor scribbles”)

GETTING MASS OR CELEBRATING EUCHARIST?

"I got the 10 o clock in our local, | just about made the 1.15 in town and it was a close shave but | caught my
regular evening Mass before | got the bus home. | was delighted with myself!'

Pete told me this with great gusto. He is a good guy and that's what counts. A kind thoughtful neighbour.
Unfortunately somewhere along the line, long before | met him, Pete got a bad attack of religion which he
has never been able to shake off. It takes the form of 'getting' as many Masses as possible.

On an average weekday morning there is probably a hundred Masses in the Archdiocese of Dublin. Heating,
lighting and insurance. The amount of people in attendance could most likely be accommodated in a third of
the churches. Our beautiful churches were built for a different Ireland.

No those so called 'glory' days are not coming back, most especially in terms of Mass.

For Mass we need priests and we are not getting vocations to the priesthood.

I wonder why that is? | smile when | hear people blame young people today for the lack of vocations to
priesthood. They are too materialistic, too into their phones, too money minded. Actually the opposite is true,
young people today are generous, inclusive and often have a deep sense of social justice.

I wonder is the answer to the lack of vocations in the mirror. Maybe the Holy Spirit is not sending priestly
vocations because we don't deserve them, maybe She'll begin sending them again when we reform and renew
the Church. Is the vine being pruned? Or maybe we don't have priestly vocations because we don't need
them. Maybe we are over Massed and over priested? Maybe the Lord wants Vatican 1l implemented and the
lay led Church to become a reality.

Back to Mass. What actually happens? Forgive a little simplicity. We say sorry to God and each other, and
hopefully mean it. We ask for his special help, grace, to do better. We are nourished at the deepest level in
the Word. We break the bread in thanksgiving as he asked us to. We go out slightly changed, on mission to
bring him to all whom we meet and into everything we do. More profoundly we encounter Jesus. Heaven
and Earth meet. The ultimate miracle. The summit and the source. He looks at us. He loves us.

So do we want to chalk up more Masses, brownie points, out of duty, custom, out of fear, just in case, sure
it'll do no harm. Conveyor belt religion. Or can we engage in something more sacred? Try spending a week
or ten days preparing for your next encounter with Jesus at the Eucharistic table. Include a serious in-depth
examination of conscience or better still examen of consciousness! Prepare the readings, reflect, study, pray
them. List all you want to say thanks for. Plan how you intend to live the Eucharist you take part in. How
about for a week after celebrating Eucharist spending some time in joyful celebration, chew on the Word for
a while. Let the experience bed down in us. Take root, before charging to the next Mass.

‘Come on Joe, join the real world!" No thanks, I'm much happier here where the Spirit is hovering and
sometimes dancing! This is the ultimate reality!

Fraternally, JoeMcD 14.09.25



