WHAT HAVE WE DONE TO MARY?
(RUMBLINGS FROM THE BUNKER)

By the time you are reading this we will have celebrated the 15th August. A big day! At least it
used to be. Do you remember it growing up? I'm not sure it still gets the reverence it deserves. My
fear is that it is one of the contemporary sacred casualties. It was just the other day. Friday last.
Aside from some marking it with Mass it came and went with a bit of a whimper. No big drum roll.

A Marian feast, including September 8th and December 8th, amongst others, is a great opportunity
to consider our relationship with Mary, the Mother of Jesus. This would be true of any Christian
faith community but perhaps its even more pertinent here in one of our parishes given our
consecration to Our Mother of Divine Grace. Wow! What a beautiful title! Arguably each word
worthy of prayerful reflection. I still can't believe that | have been asked to serve in a church
consecrated to Mary and in another consecrated to the wonderful Columba!

So how is your relationship with Mary? | mean the real Mary. The Mary of the Gospels. Miriam of
Nazareth. A good check on how healthy our ‘devotion’ to Mary is, is to ask, does it bring us to
Jesus? That's a key part of Mary in the Gospels, she wants to bring us to Jesus. Look at my little
baby son lying in the manger. | love her smile at Cana as she says ‘do what he tells you'. The heart
broken sobs on Calvary as she holds His lifeless body for the world to see. I love to reflect on her in
the upper room as she cares for the disciples under siege battling doubt and fear. What comfort,
what counsel, what wisdom she would have brought them.

We must be careful not to reduce her to a helpless little waif that a good gust of wind would blow
over. That's the misunderstanding of her obedience, a misconstruing of the language of handmaid.
No she is feisty, strong, courageous. Be careful too of the wacky stuff, of which there is no
shortage, especially on the internet. It cultivates the spectacular and relies on private revelation
which must always be approached with great caution. In fact there is no substitute for Mary of the
Gospels.

One of my favourite verses in the gospels is John 19:26-27 when the dying Jesus gazes at his
mother and the disciple he loved. Such pain. Such sadness. Such love. Such joy. It is because of this
| ask you, have you made a place for her? Is she a real and integral part of your life, not just another
pious devotion? If not, that's a pity. In terms of your spiritual life, without Mary, you're like the bird
flying on one wing and the pilgrim path is tough enough without doing that to yourself!
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