A NEW CHAPTER IN RUMBLINGS FROM THE BUNKER

WHO'S YER MAN?

Rumblings from the Bunker, sometimes mistakenly called ‘grumblings from the bunker' or 'ramblings from
the bunker' is a weekly column | have been writing for over ten years. Whilst | hope not to visit any
grumblings on you, I cannot promise there'll be no rambling! | suppose you might say it's a few weekly
scribbles from the pastor.

I guess with the arrival of any new priest there's some mild curiosity as to who he is, what will he be like?
Who's yer man? The truth of that dilemma will gradually emerge from the Celtic twilight zone or more aptly
aka C.S. Lewis from the Shadowlands. | am confident you will not find in me the latest great hope but
neither, hopefully, a looney -left heretic. ( Does he believe in God at all? ) I mention these as both have been
suggested.

For my part, it's all new. It will take time. Upheavals such as these don't get easier as we get older but they
do present all the potential of a new chapter. | am already warmed by your welcome and the immediate sense
that | am stepping into something special. | am wearing my slippers conscious that it's your parish and I am
passing through.

Last night | was driving from Rosslare and had just grabbed a takeaway sea food platter from Mary Barry's
in Kilmore Quay and was enjoying Neil Young's, Songs for Judy, 1976, when | got the prompt. The usual,
fairly recognisable prompt, the prompt of the Spirit. Though with Neil's reference to the 'ghost' of Judy
Garland in the pit there was a slight hint of Jesus in the car.

Anyhow the challenge contained within the hint, was about my first rumblings here in the faith communities
of Our Mother of Divine Grace and St Columba. Almost akin to a manifesto or a maiden speech but not so
crass, or at least not so secular, yet the sense of what do | hope our next few years together might be about.

The answer to that is both simple and complex. | hope that we will embark on an adventure. A quest. In fact
the greatest adventure possible. | mean of course, getting to know Jesus of Nazareth in a new and fresh way.
I mean plumbing the depths of what it means to have a unique and personal relationship with him. I am very
excited to be walking up the road a little bit with you and | am looking forward to our developing
conversation as our story intertwines, and we are propelled along by his love for us.

Fraternally, JoeMcD 17.07.25



