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Mass Intentions Monday 5" to Sunday 11" December.

Monday 7.25 Robert Griffin 10.00 Agnes Farrell
Tuesday 7.25 Available 10.00 Richard Smith.
Wednesday 7.25 Maisie Boland 10.00 Nora and Maurice Murphy.

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
Thursday Vigil Mass Wednesday 6.30pm

7.25 Available 10.00 Millie & Ellen Arnold.

Sarah & Anthony Lyons, May
Friday 7.25 Barry Kelly 10.00 Kane, Harry Montgomery &
deceased family members.

Con & Maura O’Leary Confessions available after 10.00am

p— 10.00 Mick & Joan O’Shaughnessy mass.
aturda
v Bridie Brian and Sean Woods, Teresa & John Dooley, Annie & John Reilly,
6.30 ;
Con O’Connor.

10.00 Jimmy McPhilips.

Sunday
11.30 Available.

The Advent Wreath.

1* Candle (purple):
The Candle of Hope
2" Candle (Purple):
The Candle of Preparation
3" Candle: (Pink): The Candle of Joy
4™ Candle: (purple): The Candle of Love
5" Candle: (White) “Christ Candle”

The Advent Space is up and running. Come along to see some reflections and
prayers.

Recently Deceased
We remember in our prayers recently deceased Sean O’Connor & Anne Patterson

Crosscare Christmas Food Poverty Appeal

2022 has been very difficult for families coming to Crosscare needing help. For the
first time in many years, they have seen a rise in the number of working families
struggling with ongoing increases in the cost of living.

This Christmas, they are asking for help for the Food Poverty Service, where
Crosscare supports families who find it hard to provide nutritious food. Sadly,
almost 800 families and individuals, including 1,000 children, have needed help
from the Service this year and demand is likely to increase in the coming months.
Crosscare ensures they have a good supply of food while at the same time looking
at all the issues that may have brought them into food poverty.

If you can, you may donate online at www.crosscare.ie or call 01 8360011 or send a
cheque or postal order to Crosscare Christmas Appeal, 2 Saint Mary’s Place North,
Dublin DO7 Y768.

Advent

Some dates for your diary....

lona Road Carol Service takes place next Sunday 11" December 5.00pm to 6.00pm
(admission free).

Our Carol Service takes place Wed 14" Dec &

Penance Service Wed 21°* Dec. at 7.30pm

Sacred Heart Boys School Christmas Carols, 20" December @ 1.00pm

Parish Shop
Christmas Mass Cards are now available in the shop. We have managed to retain
the price from last year, 3 for €5 and 6 for €10.

Sacred Heart Boys National School

Christmas Fair takes place in the school this weekend (Sunday 4™) 11.00am to
3.00pm

Food, drinks, fun & games, Christmas Crafts, Santa Claus and much more. All are
welcome.

Vespers At The Pro-Cathedral

Advent vespers at St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral takes place on Tuesdays at 5:30pm with
St Mary’s Pro-Cathedral Girls’ Choir and Fridays at 5:30pm with the Palestrina Choir.
During this season of Advent, attending the sung office of vespers is a very reverent
way to prepare for the Christmas season.

Palestrina Christmas Concert

The Palestrina Choir Christmas Concert takes place in the National Concert Hall on
Saturday, December 10, at 8pm.


http://www.ballygallparish.ie/
mailto:ballygallparish@outlook.com
http://www.crosscare.ie/

This prophecy was fulfilled by Jesus, the one who was
descended from Jesse, King David’s father, like a new
shoot growing out of a once-great royal family. But the
prophecy goes on:

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall

lie down with the kid, and the calf and the lion and the

fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. (Is11:6)
So, we are left wondering how this prophecy will be
fulfilled? We don’t see wolves and lambs living in peace
anywhere in the world!

Already, But Not Yet

St Bernadette

Summary

The Advent prophecy has been partly fulfilled, and partly
not yet fulfilled. Or, rather, these prophecies have begun
to be fulfilled in the birth, life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. However, they await their complete
fulfillment when Christ himself will come again in glory.
As we see with Saint Bernadette, the action of Jesus which
began 2000 years ago, still awaits its perfection in his
second coming. In these prophecies, we see the very dawn
of Jesus’ salvation, the very beginnings of the peace and
reconciliation that he will bring to perfection.

Our Prophetic Fulfillment

What does that mean for us today, living, as we do, in
between these two comings of Jesus? It means that we are
part of these prophecies, that they have already begun, and
are awaiting their end. Little-by-little we, as Christians, are
called to bring this prophecy to perfection. We do this by
contributing to a world where every violence and thirst for
dominance is subsumed in peace ... like a lion and a lamb
living in friendship, like a bear and a calf living by sharing.

The Resurrection

By his coming 2000 years ago, Jesus began to fulfil this
prophecy. He will bring it to perfection by his Second
Coming at the end of time. He has invited all of us, his
disciples, to be part of it, by building peace, forgiveness,
and reconciliation in all our hearts.

St Bernadette was the most humble of saints, yet she is a
sign of the final Resurrection. We too, no matter who we
are, can be signs of the final peace by which the Lord
Jesus will triumph in the end. B

In these Old Testament
prophecies, we see the
dawn of Jesus’
salvation.

The action of Jesus
began 2000 years ago,
but awaits its
perfection when he will
come again.

We, as Christians, are
called to bring this
prophecy to perfection.

Question

How can we be part of
a prophecy?
Prayer

Lord, may I be a person
who brings your
prophecies to
perfection.
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Bernadette, the saint
who saw Our Lady at
Lourdes, died in 1879,

and, although her body
was never embalmed in
any way, when her coffin
was re-opened in 1909
her body was found to be
intact. It had never
corrupted. And so it
remains today, a miracle
for everyone to see.

Is this just a tourist
spectacle? It is more:

it is a sign of the
Resurrection. An unseen
hand has stopped the
corruption of death in
its tracks.

Series: Understandmg the Falth, Second Sunday of Advent, Year A; 4 Dec 2022

We must all die, and our bodies will surely decay. But for
these handful of saints whose bodies remain miraculously
intact — Bernadette, Catherine Labouré in Paris, and a few
others — their intact bodies, by escaping the last effects of
death, announce the Resurrection at the end of time. This
will be the completion and perfect defeat of death by
Jesus. Jesus began this defeat in his own resurrection, and
now it awaits fulfilment in the resurrection of us all.

The Lion and the Lamb

Seven centuries before the birth of Jesus, Isaiah
prophecised as follows:

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. (Isaiah 11:1)



