THE COCKEREL AND THE POT: The presence of the THE PAPAL M ASS CROSS

bright red cockerel at the foot of the cross is striking

and for some people disconcerting at first. But it too OUR MOTHER OF DIVINE GRACE
tells us truths from the story of Christ’s Passion. BALLYGALL PARISH.

Seeing the cockerel we are reminded of Peter’s
denials. At the Last Supper, Peter said to Jesus:
“Lord, | am ready to go with you to prison and to
death!” Jesus said, “1 tell you, Peter, the cock will
not crow this day, until you have denied three times
that you know me” (Luke 2233-34). As these words
came true and Peter denied he knew Jesus and the
cock crew, the Lord turned and looked straight at
Peter. He remembered what Jesus had said to him,
went outside and wept bitterly.
The cockerel together with the pot speaks also of a
Christian legend that was popular inireland. It is
said that Judas, having realised the awfulness of his
betraying Jesus, went home utterly distraught.
There he found his wife who was cooking. He said:
“I have betrayed the Lord Jesus and in three days he
will rise from the dead, just as he said he would.”
His wife, who was rather cynical, said that Jesus had
as much chance of rising from the dead as the cock
being cooked in her pot. At that instant the cockrel
jumped out of"%e pot crying (as Gaeilge to the beat
of ‘cock- a—d’oodle doo’) ‘Mac na hOige slan! Mac na
hOigeslan!”meaning “The Son of the Virgin is safe;
the Son of the Virgin is risen!” Here we are given an
anticipation of the victory of Christ’s love in the
Resurrection. And in the Irish tradition, the cockerel
who greets each new dawn is reminding us of the
Resurrection with its call.
The visible reminder on this cross of Peter’s denials
and Judas’ betrayal is particularly poignant for us as
we face the reality of the betrayal of Christ’s
mission by priests and religious in the family of the
church and the denials and failings of church
leaders to respond as God desires. Pope Francis
addressed this reality powerfully standing beneath
this very cross in the unique Penitential Rite of that
Mass in the Phoenix Park on 26th of August 2018.
Each time we celebrate the Eucharist, we are
reminded that Christ’s gave himself to us in love this
way precisely on the night he was betrayed.
As the ancient Irish hymn prays:

“O King of the Friday

Whose limbs were stretched on the Cross,

O Lord who did suffer :

The bruises, the wounds, the loss.

We stretch ourselves :
Beneath the shield of thy might, His Holiness, Pope Francis, accompanied by his Master of
Some fruit from the tree of thy passion Ceremonies Mgr. Guido Marini, incenses the altar at the
beginning of the Mass concluding the World Meeting of
Families in the Phoenix Park, 26th August 2018. The Cross
now in our church is clearly visible on the sanctuary wall.

Fall on us this night!”

Fr Damian McNeice



IRISH PENAL CROSSES: During the
times of harsh persecution of
Roman Catholics in Ireland, mainly
inthe 17" and 18" centuries, the
faithful were forced by Penal
Laws to practice their faith
‘underground’. In Ballygall we
particularly remember people
like Blessed Margaret Ball, who
died having been imprisoned for
teaching the faith, hiding priests
and having Mass in her house. It
was during this time that ‘Penal
Crosses’ were made in Ireland.
They were often carved from a
single piece of wood and, so,
were of long and narrow form.

It is also thought that they were
designed to be slipped up a
sleeve if needed to be hidden
quickly. They were used, like High
Crosses in monasteries of old, to
teach us key stories from the
Scriptures. When exploring what & .
kind of cross to have on the altar facing Pope Francis
as he celebrated the Eucharist for us in the Phoenix
Park, the organisers searched for something unique
from our Irish faith tradition and chose this humble
Penal Cross (pictured above) dating from 1763. It was
used to teach the story of the Passion, Death and
Resurrection of Jesus, which at our Baptism becomes
our story, the story that saves us. It may well have
been used by a priest out in a field secretly celebrating
Mass for the people. Now it faced the successor of St
Peter as he celebrated open air Mass for us.

Anne Murphy, from Eala Enamels in County Carlow,
developed an enamel and brass Processional Cross
based on a typical Penal Cross
with all its symbolism for use
during the Liturgies of the World
Meeting of Families (pic: right).
Arcana, the production company
overseeing the design of the
sanctuary for the 2018 Papal
Mass in the Phoenix Park, were
very struck by the beauty and
simplicity of what Anne had
created and made a large scale
reproduction of her work to
feature above the chair from
which Pope Francis would :
preside. Itis this cross, and i -
indeed this piece of history, that we are honoured now
to have as a feature in our own Church here in

Ballygall Parish.

THE SymBoLIsM: The purpose of the Penal Cross, to
teach us and draw us into the mystery of Christ’s
saving love, is very clear in our Cross.

INRI: At the top we see the letters “I.N.R.L.” These
are the abbreviations of the Latin inscription Pilate
had placed on the Cross: lesus Nazarenus,

Rex ludaeorum, which translates as “Jesus the
Nazarene, King of the Jews” (John 19:19).

THE HALO: The holiness shining around the head of
Christ also serves to remind us of the crown of
thorns placed on his head (John 19:2).

THE FAR TOO WIDE EMBRACE: The arms of Christ are
open wide to embrace every human being. Some
early Christian writers called it the “far too wide
embrace’ of Jesus as he seeks to gather all of
humanity to himself (John 12:32), including those
we do not like. The body of Jesus is crucified, but
unbloodied. He has overcome death and remains
with us always as our Risen Lord, especially when
we gather together to pray in his name.

THE INSTRUMENTS OF THE PASSION: Beneath Jesus’
hands, both on the left and right we are reminded
of what happened to Jesus during his Passion. On
the left we see a whip. Pilate gave orders for Jesus
to be scourged (Mark 15:15). We see a dice and a
white garment. In the Gospel of John we read how
the soldiers, when they had finished crucifying
Jesus, took his clothing and divided it. His under-
garment was seamless, so instead of tearing it they
threw dice to decide who was to have it. The
prophecy of Psalm 22:18 was fulfilled: “they divide
my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing
they cast lots.” The white garment also reminds us
of how we were clothed in Christ at our Baptism,

in a white robe. In Baptism we were joined to his
death, the total gift and surrender of himself to the
Father, so as to rise with him to new life.

On the right we see the hammer and nails with
which Jesus was nailed to the tree of the cross,
things he would have used as a carpenter.

In the middle left we see the spear that pierced
Jesus’ side from which there gushed out blood and
water (John 19:34). This reminds us of waters that
break and the blood that flows at our birth and of
course of the two great sacraments of our rebirth,
of our incorporation into the Body of Christ:

the water of Baptism and the Blood of the
Eucharist. On the right we see the ladder that was
used to take the body of Jesus down from the cross
for burial. It reminds us of the ladder Jacob dreamt
of that stretched from earth up to heaven (Genesis
28:10-22). Jesus stretches out his arms between
heaven and earth making his cross our ‘ladder to
heaven’. Clinging to Christ Jesus, who is our ‘Way’,
we can be lifted up with him to God our Father.



